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gold ; again the circumstances of his return to Russia were
adduced as evidence of his connection with the enemy;
again the epithet " traitor " was hurled at him when he
appeared in the streets. Alone but steadfast, deserted by
many whom he had trusted, Lenin continued to pursue
the policy of national sacrifice which he believed to be
essential for revolutionary salvation.

His enemies lost no time in organizing against him.
The Social Revolutionaries of the Left were now joined
by Bukharin's Left Communists, those Bolsheviks who
had seceded from the party on the night that the German
ultimatum was accepted. This group included Radek,
Krestinsky, Alexandra Kollontai, and the ferocious Com-
missar of the Navy, Dybenko (with whom Kollontai had
contracted a revolutionary and apparently an exhausting
marriage)1 and also Uritsky, Pokrovsky, and Pyatakov,
those same whom Lenin, even before the Revolution, had
castigated as " waverers ". Now they founded a new paper,
the Kommunist, devoted to the sabotaging of the peace
treaty and the denunciation of the " obscene " policies of
Lenin.

Lenin's own attitude towards the treaty was clear in
his own mind, yet difficult to define. It must be ratified,
yet it must be violated. " I don't mean to read it," he
declared when the delegation returned from Brest for the
last time, " and I don't mean to fulfil it, except in so far
as I'm forced." 2 The apparent contradiction of this dual
policy may be explained only by an understanding of
Lenin's revolutionary psychology. To save the Revolution
in Russia, the peace treaty must be ratified. White
armies were massing in the North, East, and South,

1  " Les deux derniers mois Font vieillie de dix ans ", wrote Sadoul
of Kollontai at this time. " Sont-ce les soucis du pouvoir ou les mauvais
traitements qui lui ont ete infliges recemment par les Suedois ou son mariage
avec le farouche Dybenko qui I'ontfatiguee a ce point ? " (Sadoul, p. 270).

2  William C. White, Lenin (New York, 1936), p. 144.